Quote of the Week

“When joy is at the heart of teaching, learning is memorable.”
--Katie Egan Cunningham,
author of the book, Start with Joy
Days of the Cycle Week of 12/8/19
Day 6, Day 1, Day 2, Day 3, Day 4
THIS WEEK’S QUOTE
As we wind down 2019, I begin to look to 2020 as a time to recommit to our work on
behalf of the children at Day, and I am drawn back to the concept of joy. For me joy
seems the best barometer of a successful pathway forward. When I first arrived at Day
almost three years ago, I talked about my most important role as the caretaker and
creator of a school culture that inspires students and faculty to walk through the door
each day. For me the key to that is joy.
If we are not joyful in our work then our students are impacted. No matter what new
social emotional learning initiative we launch or data we exam, we will not impact the
lives or learning of middle school children if we do not bring joy into our school. So
there it is… my high bar for our new beginnings in January. As educators if we are in
our first or thirtieth year, the prospect of trying something new will likely only bring joy
to us if it is engaging, thoughtful, accessible and helpful to all children. There should be
no other measure of the work that we do.
In my weekly faculty update this week, I acknowledged that as a staff, it is tempting as
we wind into these last two very busy weeks before the December break, to succumb to
the stresses and worry about all that we need to teach given holidays, snow days, early

releases and vacations. The same is true this time of year for parents and guardians.
Our responsibilities seem to triple this time of year, and it is easy in all of the planned
functions and celebrations to lose sight of the need to simply enjoy and connect with
the children in front of you. My guess is that they are feeling that stress as well, and in
response to joyful adults in their lives, our children’s learning and development will
grow to even greater heights.
DAY DRAMA STUDENTS ACKNOWLEDGED
Our drama teacher, Ms. McGettrick, just share this amazing news:
The Massachusetts Educational Theatre Guild held their annual contest day for
monologue performance & technical theater/design this past weekend. Day had several
entrants in both categories who all did excellent work, and I am especially proud to
report that we had two out of the three winning entries in technical theater and design!
Congratulations to Xiamara Gallant Ortiz for Costume Design and the team of Elliot
Shumsky and Grace Vaughn for Set Design!
We will be fully realizing Elliot & Grace’s set design plans for Fiddler on the Roof. Stay
tuned
NEW CLUB AT DAY
The Day Arts & Crafts Club is forming! No artistic experience needed! If you are
interested in making fun items, then come to the informational afterschool meeting on
Wednesday, December 11, 2019, in room 211. If you cannot make the meeting, then see
Mr. Moffitt in room 211. Craft making begins January 8th, 2020. Club meetings are on
Wednesdays after school. Projects will change monthly. Our first project: Scented
Candles. If your child is already signed up for clubs, there is no need to do anything
further, but if this is a first club for your child, please sign up below:
https://www.familyid.com/organizations/day-middle-school

SBIRT THIS WEEK
Our 8th graders will be participating in SBIRT this week. SBIRT stands for “Screening,
Brief Intervention and Referral to Treatment.” It is a substance abuse screening
conducted by our school nurses, and wellness and student services staff in a 1:1 setting
with all 8th graders. Information was sent directly to 8th grade parents last week by our
school nurses, Gayle Larson and Ann Garvin. I have attached their letter to this email

for you review again. All 8th graders will participate unless opted out by their parents.
Please see the attached letter for more information.
LATE BUS ONLY FOR SCHOOL ACTIVITIES
Beginning this month, Day Middle School will be aligning our late bus policy with that
of the other middle schools in the district by allowing late bus access only to students
who are staying after school for school-based activities such as clubs, sports or schoolsponsored events. We are making this shift to not only align with district practice, but
to ensure the safety of our students. There have been several instances when parents
were under the impression that their child was staying after school for a schoolsponsored event when in fact that child was not on school premises, returning only to
take the late bus. As you can imagine, this poses a safety risk for middle school
students. Please help us reinforce with your child that the late bus is only available for
students who are staying after school for a school-sponsored activity.
EXTENDED ABSENCES
With the vacation and holiday season upon us, more parents are excusing students
from school for extended absences. While this is not officially an “excused absence”, we
also acknowledge the value and importance of travel and connecting with family. If
your child is going to be out for a planned absence for more than a day, we ask that you
send the following email:
To: Ms. Gandolfo in the front office: gandolfol@newton.k12.ma.us
as well as to your child’s teachers and guidance counselor.
The email should include the days that your child will be absent and the reason for the
absence.
CONNECTEDNESS SURVEY
This Friday, all Day students will participate in the NPS Connectedness Survey. As in
email from the Superintendent’s Office in November indicated:
“The School Connectedness Survey was created by the NPS District Data Team to help
us better understand how well our students are supported by and engaged with our
school community through curriculum, extracurricular activities, and relationships
with peers, teachers, and support staff.”
The survey is in a Google form, and for most students should take about 15 minutes to
complete.

TERM 2 PROGRESS REPORTS
Your child’s teachers will be communicating how they will share their Term 2 Progress
Reports next week, the week of December 16th. If you do not receive a communication
about your child’s progress by the end of next week, please reach out to your child’s
guidance counselor.
STUDENT COUNCIL TOYS FOR TOTS DRIVE
Student Council is sponsoring Toys for Tots toy drive! They will accept new, unopened,
and unwrapped toys for children ages 0-14, and they can be brought to Room 332.
PREVIOUSLY PUBLISHED INFORMATION
CRADLES TO CRAYONS
Cradles to Crayons is excited to be moving to Newton by Spring 2020! Please drop off
your new and like new clothing (size newborn up to an adult size medium), shoes, and
books at school from December 2-13. The donation bin will be clearly marked in our
school lobby.
For more information about items accepted by Cradles to Crayons click here!
Cradles to Crayons hopes you will join them at their upcoming community service
events to quality check, sort, and package your donations! The events will take place on
Tuesday, December 10, from 1pm-3:30pm at Newton City Hall’s War Memorial
Auditorium and on Saturday, December 14, from 10am-12pm at the Scandinavian
Cultural Center in W. Newton. If you have any questions or are interested in
volunteering, please contact Marci Shyavitz.
BOYS’ AND GIRLS’ BASKETBALL TRYOUTS
Just a reminder… the boy’s basketball tryouts will begin on Monday, December 2nd and
run for three days. The girls’ basketball tryouts will begin on Monday, December 9 th.
All athletes must do the following in order to participate in the tryouts: 1. Register on
Family I.D. 2. Physicals must be completed. All questions can be directed to the head
coaches:
Boys’ Basketball: wachtelhaussent@newton.k12.ma.us
Girls’ Basketball: Sandra_calabro@newton.k12.ma.us

Michelle_barry@newton.k12.ma.us
Below is the link to Family I.D.
https://www.familyid.com/organizations/day-middle-school
WINTER BASKETBALL LEAGUE AT THE BOYS AND GIRLS CLUB
Our community partners at the Boys and Girls Club are pleased to announce
registration for its winter basketball league. See below:
Our link to Basketball registrations is: http://www.123formbuilder.com/form5090639/winter-basketball-registration-form-2019-20
Link to become a member is: https://www.newtonbgc.com/club-membership-form
WASHINGTON D.C. ENROLLMENT DEADLINE
I have asked E.F. Tours to extend the deadline for enrollment for the 8 th grade
Washington D.C. Trip from 11/22 to Friday, December 6th. This is because I have
not yet been able to meet with the 8th grade teams to talk about the trip. I expect to
meet with all four teams prior to Thanksgiving Break. The link to enroll your child in
the trip is:
https://www.efexploreamerica.com/tour-website/2278388JR
DC Scholarships:
We have learned that there was difficulty in accessing the DC Scholarship portal in
order to make a donation to the Washington D.C. Scholarship Fund. Please try the link
below:
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_sxclick&hosted_button_id=LJZ9C5R2V8XSG&source=url.
If you have trouble accessing this link, please email Gayatri Aryan or Jennifer Bentley
directly at:
Gayatri Aryan: gayatri.aryan@gmail.com
Jennifer Bentley: bentleyhouston@hotmail.com

As a reminder, families in need of a scholarship should reach out to one of the 8 th grade
guidance counselors, Ms. Fiske or Ms. Bernier.
All students will receive new schedules this Friday for Term 2, which will reflect a
change in their arts rotation classes. All other classes remain the same.
SAVE THE DATE:
Tuesday, December 10, 2019: Day 2 of Parent Conferences 2:00 – 3:30 p.m.
Wednesday, December 11, 2019: Ruby and Phoenix Field Trip
Thursday, December 12, 2019: Principal’s Coffee in the Library at 8:00 a.m.
Friday, December 13, 2019: Connectedness Survey
Week of December 16, 2019: Term 2 Progress Reports
Monday, December 23, 2019 – Wednesday, January 1, 2020: Winter Recess No School
Thursday, January 2, 2019: Return to School from Winter Break
All the best,
Jackie Mann
F. A. Day Principal
jacqueline_mann@newton.k12.ma.us
(617) 559-9109

