Quote of the Week
“As we express our gratitude, we must never forget that the highest
appreciation is not to utter the words but to live by them.”
----President John F. Kennedy

Days of the Cycle Week of 11/12/19
Veterans Day, Day 3, Day 4, Day 5, Day 6
THIS WEEK’S QUOTE
In honor of Veterans Day today, I hope you will all join me in honoring the sacrifices
made by our men and women in the armed services. I chose this quote by President
Kennedy because it highlights our mandate to teach our children to move beyond our
words of gratitude by emphasizing acts of service. Ms. Hibbard welcomed Lt. Paul
Kramarz this past Friday to speak to her Community Service class about his experience
and decisions to serve our country at personal sacrifice to him and his family. While we
thank Lt. Kramarz and others in the military for their service on this Veteran’s Day,
Kennedy’s words emphasize actions over words. In that spirit, I ask everyone in the
Day Community to think about what acts of service you can do for others in
appreciation for our men and women who serve our country every day.

WORLD KINDNESS DAY
This weekend, Ms. Lightfoot, our Day Librarian, shared with me one way that we can
all engage in service. This Wednesday is World Kindness Day. It is an international
movement that began with three teens who set out to change the world by asking
others to direct acts of kindness toward others. This Wednesday, there is a movement
to celebrate World Kindness Day on November 13th by wearing a red cardigan, like Mr.
Fred Rodgers, who modeled for others the power of kindness. So on Wednesday, wear
your favorite cardigan in honor of Mr. Rogers and spread kindness with others. See
below:

Probably a day we can all support #CardiganDay
#WorldKindnessDay
RandomActsofKindness @RAKFoundation
FollowFollow @RAKFoundation
World Kindness Day is November 13th! Get excited to
celebrate #WorldKindnessDay & help make kindness
the norm in your school, neighborhood & workplace!
To help, we made some fun graphics you can share.
https://www.randomactsofkindness.org/world-kindness-day …
TERM 1
The academic calendar at Day Middle School is divided into four quarters. Term 1
officially ends on Friday, November 8th. Term 1 Report Cards will be available in
the parent portal of APSEN by Friday, November 15th.

PARENT CONFERENCE LETTER
SIGN-UP FOR PARENT CONFERENCES BEGINS TODAY!! SEE BELOW
FOR INSTRUCTIONS:
Parent/Teacher Conferences begin again this year in November. Please see the
information below.
The purpose of conferences is to offer parents and teachers opportunity to
share and discuss student achievement and progress. At the middle school
level across Newton, conferences are held once per year in November,
December, and January.
Here at Day we have a series of Tuesday afternoons available for these
conferences. These meetings are designed as 10 minute check-ins with
teachers to discuss your child’s progress. You must choose either your
child’s Science and English Teacher Pairs or the Math and Social
Studies Teacher Pair - Not Both. Unfortunately, given the number of
conferences requested, we can only accommodate a meeting with one of the
teams pairs. The teachers that you will be meeting with will be prepared to
talk about your child’s progress in all team subjects. If you book a
conference with all 4 team teachers, one pair will be chosen for you, no
exceptions. You also will have the opportunity to meet one on one with any
of your child’s special education teachers and/or multi-team teachers (e.g.
world language, fine arts, music, physical education, etc.).
We strive to ensure there is full communication between you and the
teachers. If you need any assistance or if the conferences prove to be
unacceptably limiting given your childs needs, please do not hesitate to call
your child’s guidance counselor.
How To Sign-Up For Parent-Teacher Conferences
Sign-ups will begin on Monday, November 11th at 8:00 a.m. and will end on
Monday, November 25, at 8:00 p.m.
Parent Conference Dates are (all Tuesday afternoons) November 26,
December 10, January 14, and January 28th. 10 Minute meeting time slots
beginning at 2:00 p.m. and ending at 3:30 p.m.
Log online to: http://www.virtualparagon.com/day/conference/. Enter

the Password: Daydragons (case sensitive).
Follow the instructions on how to create your own account and to choose a
conference time. If you need further assistance, please call your child’s
guidance counselor at 617-559-9123 or the main office at
617-559-9100.

All students will receive new schedules this Friday for Term 2, which will reflect a
change in their arts rotation classes. All other classes remain the same.
MAKE-UP PICTURE DAY
The make-up day for pictures is November 13, 2019 first thing in the morning. We will
announce to students to report to a central location that morning for any picture makeups or retakes.
ROUNTABLE THURSDAY
This past week in our Roundtable Thursday we worked in our advisory groups to create
norms that will allow for students to feel safe and respected while having discussions
throughout the year. As students identified what they needed to create a safe and
comfortable advisory, they were asked to sort their ideas into the categories of our
school values: “Taking care of ourselves,” “Taking care of others,” and “Taking care of
our school environment.”
This week we will begin to launch into an exploration of our own identities that will
lead to how we come together in a respectful and inclusive community.
TEEN SPEAK OUT TRAINING THIS WEEK
Thank you to our 8th Grade Teen Speak Out Facilitators for a wonderful first training
session on Thursday. Just a reminder, the next session is TOMORROW, TUESDAY,
NOVEMBER 12, 2019. Please report to the library after homeroom.
VAPING: A DANGEROUS ADDICTION
Our City of Newton School Nurse Supervisor, Ruth Hushino, has shared with us
information about an upcoming free informational session about vaping. See below:

Dearborn Academy (575 Washington St., Newton) is sponsoring the event Vaping: A
Dangerous Addiction on Tues., Nov 12th from 6:00-7:30 p.m. Learn more about the
trajectory of the deadly health epidemic of tween and teen E-cigarette use. The
discussion is part of our 2019-20 Speaker Series. Armed with this knowledge, find out
what you can do to stop E-cigarette use, especially by adolescents.
Register today: bit.ly/DATeenVaping. This free event is open to the public and sure to
fill up quickly. There is parking on the premises.
SEPAC EVENT THIS WEEK
Please join the Newton SEPAC for a meeting with
Beth Fitzmaurice, Assistant Superintendent for Student Services
7:30-9:00 pm
Wednesday, November 13, 2019
Room 210
100 Walnut Street
Beth Fitzmaurice, Assistant Superintendent for Student Services, is responsible for
special education across Newton Public Schools. Beth joined NPS in August 2019 and
has spent her first couple of months on the job getting to know the schools, staff, and
programs. We will have the opportunity to hear from Beth on her impressions of
special education in Newton, her thoughts on current special education issues, and her
priorities for this academic year and beyond. There will also be time for parents to ask
questions.
We hope you will be able to join us to meet Beth and hear from her about special
education in Newton!
Please contact info@newtonpac.org with any questions.
NEWTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS ENGLISH LEARNER PARENT ADVISORY
COUNCIL

ELPAC (English Learner Parent Advisory Council) is scheduled for Wednesday,
November 20, from 6:30PM-8:00PM in room 304 at 100 Walnut Street, Newton.
Snacks, childcare, and interpreters will be provided.
This meeting will include:
-time to socialize with others
-an overview of the ELPAC’s purpose, mission, and goals
-preparation for this year’s election of board members
-a presentation by Allison Levit, Director of ELL Programs
and more!
RSVP: http://bit.ly/ELPACRSVPNov2019
All current ELL parents/guardians are welcome. Guests are encouraged to RSVP.
FAMILIES ORGANIZED FOR RACIAL JUSTICE
Please see information about the upcoming FORJ event below:
Dear FORJ Community,
I hope this finds you all well. This is a reminder that we have our City-Wide
Family meeting happening this Wednesday with Annawon Weeden from First
Light Foundation. This is an important performance as we near Thanksgiving
Day and reflect on the the history of this country. I am certain that I will be
impacted Annawon's performance and look forward to learning and connecting
with our FORJ community. If attending, please make sure to RSVP.
Warmly~
Elisa Rodriguez
UPCOMING WEDNESDAY MEETING: WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 13th
7pm- 9pm at ANGEIR SCHOOOL
Adults and children ages 10+
Annawon Weeden will enact a dynamic monologue tracing the history of the
Wampanoag from pre-1492 to the present day. His presentation challenges the
audience to rethink their ideas about the Wampanoag and about America itself. A
member of the Mashpee Wampanoag Tribe who grew up on the Narragansett

Tribal Reservation in Rhode Island, Weeden has spent his life preserving the
culture of his tribe. In 2016, he was awarded with a Congressional Honor as
Culture Bearer for New England.
After Weeden’s presentation, the audience will break into small groups for a
family-friendly discussion about reconciliation.
Note: Please be ON TIME. This is a dramatic presentation and it requires quiet
and focus from the audience members.
RSVP HERE FOR THE NOVEMBER 13th MEETING with ANNAWON
WEEDEN

This program is possible thanks to the generous sponsorship
of Raising Luminaries. www.booksforlittles.com

CREATIVE ARTS & SCIENCES AUTHORFEST 2019!
I would like to extend my sincerest gratitude to the Day PTO, particularly April Stein,
who organized the authors’ visits with our students this past Wednesday. It was an
amazing event.

SCHOLARSHIPS FOR THE 8th GRADE TRIP TO WASHINGTON, D.C.
Please do not let the cost of the trip to Washington D.C. be an obstacle to your child
attending. If you are in need of financial assistance, please reach out to the 8th grade
guidance counselors:
fiskej@newton.k12.ma.us (Ms. Fiske)
bernierbe@newton.k12.ma.us (Ms. Bernier)

Our PTO has generously set up a scholarship fund to help support students’ ability to
access the trip. Several parents have approached me about making a donation to the
fund. If you are able to do so it would mean a great deal. Please follow the link below:
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?token=f_91PLsbvkcRr3XgnzXovmfJI8nOxcS3vo2GUktctQEzs3U034GMcFb_eXP0OCnnSaS4m&country.x=US&locale.x=U
S.
If you have trouble accessing the link, please reach out to one of our PTO Presidents:
Gayatri Aryan: gayatri.aryan@gmail.com
Jennifer Bentley: bentleyhouston@hotmail.com
8th GRADE ASSEMBLIES ABOUT THE D.C.TRIP
In the next few weeks, I will be meeting with the students from each 8th grade team to
talk to them about the trip to Washington D.C. and answer any questions they might
have so that they can make an informed decision about attending.
Just as a reminder, as noted below, the enrollment deadline is November
22, 2019. Students can be enrolled for a deposit of $95
Contact guidance counselors for scholarship information.
To enroll your child on the trip, please cut and paste the link below in your browser:
https://www.efexploreamerica.com/tour-website/2278388JR

PRIVATE SCHOOL RECOMMENDATIONS
If your child is applying to private schools, please send out school recommendations to
the guidance counselors, Ms. Fiske or Ms. Bernier, and teacher recommendations
directly to your child’s teacher. Please be respectful of their time by allowing for as
much advance notice as possible. There occasions when guidance counselors or
teachers are sent recommendations the same week that they are due and this is not
possible for them to accomplish. At least two week notice is required and more
whenever possible.

SAVE THE DATE:
Monday, November 11, 2019: No School – Veteran’s Day
Tuesday, November 12, 2019: Term 2 Begins
Tuesday, November 12, 2019: Teen Speak Out Facilitator Training in the Library
Tuesday, November 12, 2019: Indigo and Cobalt Field Trip
Wednesday, November 13, 2019: Ocean and Sky Field Trip
Wednesday, November 13, 2019: Term 1 Grades Due
Friday, November 15, 2019: Term 1 Report Cards Posted
Wednesday, November 20, 2019: Cabaret Performance for the 5th Grade
Thursday, November 21, 2019 and Friday, November 22, 2019: Cabaret at 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday, November 27, 2019: Early Release for Thanksgiving Break – No Lunch
Thursday, November 28th and Friday, November 29th, 2019: No School Thanksgiving
Wednesday, December 4, 2010: Early Release dismissal at 11:30 a.m.
Tuesday, December 10, 2019: Parent Conferences 2:00 – 3:30 p.m.
Thursday, December 12, 2019: Principal’s Coffee in the Library at 8:00 a.m.
Week of December 16, 2019: Term 2 Progress Reports
Monday, December 23, 2019 – Wednesday, January 1, 2020: Winter Recess No School
All the best,
Jackie Mann
F. A. Day Principal
jacqueline_mann@newton.k12.ma.us
(617) 559-9109

