
39

ENGLISH ELECTIVES
!e English department also o"ers a variety of elective o"erings for students wishing to pursue further study in a particular area 
of interest. All of the courses are meant to complement, support, and enrich students’ work in our four-year program of studies. 
(Electives do not typically count toward the 48-credit English requirement. However, in some rare circumstances, and with 
department head approval, an elective course may ful#ll the English requirement.) All English elective classes may be used to meet 
the overall 243-credit graduation requirement. 
161 Creative Writing no level 10, 11, 12 SM 6 credits

Do you ever wonder what it takes to tell a compelling story or cra! a powerful poem? If you read and write poetry, plays, or 
"ction on your own—or would like to try—then take this Creative Writing course. Emphasis will be on the “workshop model” 
where students write, edit, share, and revise their work in a supportive, instructive, and engaging environment. Students will also 
learn how to see their writing, as well as the writing of others, through a critical and observant lens. 

163  Write On 1 no level 9, 10 Q 3 credits
Does the very thought of writing frustrate you? Do you "nd yourself putting o# assignments because you’re afraid of getting 
started? Do you struggle "guring out what to write? You are not alone! Writing is not something people either can or cannot do. 
Everyone can learn to be a stronger writer, and it starts with Write On. $is mixed-grade course will provide goal-oriented small 
group and individualized instruction on the basics of the writing process. We will target brainstorming, outlining, organization, 
idea development, and editing and revision. We will also cover literary analysis and close reading—the two most common forms 
of writing in English. $is course is an absolute must for anyone seeking to improve in form and con"dence. (Students may sign 
up for this course multiple times as a means to support their writing.)

164  Write On 2 no level 10*, 11, 12 Q 3 credits
Are you in 11th or 12th grade OR have you already taken Write On 1 and want more? If you are searching for room to grow as 
a writer, then keep the momentum going in Write On 2. $is mixed-grade course builds upon the foundations established in 
Write On 1, while also addressing upper class writing strategies like debate-style arguments and personal writing (the kind used 
in the college essay). Beyond these new forms of writing, we will be developing ways to create nuanced arguments, incorporate 
dynamic evidence, and make introductions and conclusions not only functional, but impressive. A great follow-up course to 
complete the high school writer’s arsenal. (*While this course is geared towards juniors and seniors, students may take this 
course as a sophomore if they have completed Write On 1. Students may also take this course multiple times as a means to 
support their writing.)

165 Journalism no level 9, 10, 11, 12  SM 6 credits
If you are interested in how a newspaper works; if you want to make your writing more concise, accurate, and appealing; and 
especially if you are interested in working on the Newtonite, take Journalism. As you write and analyze news stories, sports 
stories, features, and editorials, you will learn to write for di#erent audiences. Exercises in research, reporting, interviewing, 
writing, copyediting, and layout will teach you about the process of putting newspapers together. Students can expect to  
write several short pieces a week—in class and at home. Readings and discussions focus on practical and ethical problems of 
news-gathering.

167 Advanced Journalism:  Newtonite Management and Editorial Board no level 10, 11, 12 SM1 6 credits
168 Advanced Journalism:  Newtonite Management and Editorial Board no level 9, 10, 11 SM2 6 credits

Prerequisite: Students must complete 165 Journalism prior to completing an application for an editorial position  
on the Newtonite. 
Students develop their journalistic skills as they work to produce this school’s award-winning newspaper and website. $rough 
assigning, writing, and editing articles, shooting and editing photographs, designing and laying out pages, and acquiring and 
maintaining advertising accounts, Newtonite editors and managers complete independent projects for course credit each 
semester. $ey advance their understanding of producing a publication through their projects, as well as through ongoing 
discussions, challenges, and critiques regarding the website and print editions. 
All Newtonite editors and managers are required to enroll in this course and are expected to dedicate a full semester to it. 
Students unable to meet this requirement may appeal to the English department head or designee. 

171 Speech no level 9, 10, 11, 12 SM 6 credits
Newton North’s Speech class is, essentially, a course in public speaking. Students develop speaking skills—articulation, pace, 
in%ection, volume, pauses—how to organize speeches, and how to deliver speeches through use of logic and rhetoric. Some 
speeches delivered are impromptu in nature—on topics both hilarious and serious—and some require meticulous research 
(informative, persuasive). Aside from evaluating speeches of famous speakers throughout history and the present day, students 
evaluate and critique each other—verbally as well as through video. $is course is for novices looking to gain con"dence in 
public speaking, as well as students who like speaking in front of others, but may lack the skills to successfully organize and 
deliver a speech with "nesse. 
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172 !rough the Lens of Documentary Film  no level 10, 11, 12 SM1, SM2 6 credits
In recent years, documentary "lms have transformed into a dynamic and engaging movie-going experience, a way for all of us 
to explore a variety of social, artistic, and political topics. $is elective will study the origins of the genre and its progression 
through the past 100 years, focusing on contemporary changes in both content and technique. Students study the role of 
propaganda and the question of bias, the di#erence between documentary and journalism, the ethics and legal considerations 
of documentary, and the ways documentaries portray subcultures. Technical topics will include "lm structure, the role of 
interviews and reenactment, video and sound editing, and music. Viewing will select among movies such as Roger & Me, Good 
Hair, Hoop Dreams, and selections from various short "lms.

177 Yearbook Management and Publication  no level 10, 11, 12  FY 6 credits
As part of this course, students learn writing and editing skills, page layout, photo selection and sizing, graphic design, business 
management, and organizational skills for publishing our school’s yearbook, $e Newtonian. Yearbook Management and 
Publication is required for all Newtonian editors. Students must apply for a position and receive written approval from the 
adviser prior to enrollment.

196 Classroom Aide in English no level 11, 12 varies varies
$is course o#ers an opportunity for very strong English students to assist a teacher in a course with younger students. Places 
in this program are limited and require the approval of your current teacher, the teacher with whom you will work, and the 
English department head. $is work must be undertaken along with a regular English class. See the description in the All School 
Programs section of Opportunities for important detailed information.

ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNING
!e English Language Learning courses are o"ered in the academic areas of Science, History, Math and English for students for 
whom English is not a #rst language. Placement in these courses is determined based on previous schooling as well as a score on 
the WIDA Screener Placement Test. !is English language pro#ciency screener is administered at the ELL O$ce to incoming 
students who may be designated as English Language Learners. Results of the assessment are used to determine a student’s English 
pro#ciency level and course placement. All courses listed below should be chosen in consultation with ELL sta".
!e ELL Department o"ers a strong program of academic and English language development courses. !ese courses have been 
developed to align with the Common Core State Standards and WIDA standards for English development. 
Students are required to take an English course each of their four years at Newton North in order to meet the twenty-credit 
requirement. !e English courses o"ered through the ELL Department may have students enrolled from across all grade levels since 
courses are leveled by English pro#ciency and not grade level. When students meet the exit criteria they are moved to their grade-
level English class.
Students at all pro#ciency levels study short stories, novels, plays and non#ction books and texts. Students will study grammar, 
including parts of speech, parts of a sentence, mechanics and usage. Writing assignments will help students write well-developed 
paragraphs and essays. Students will focus on study skills, public speaking and vocabulary.
1811 ELL 1 / Entering English ACP 9, 10, 11, 12 FY 12 credits

$is course is taught in conjunction with 194 ELL Components of Reading. $is course is for students who have had some 
exposure to English. Students entering this class are able to express basic ideas through writing and speaking, and are beginning 
to read and understand conversational English. Students will use a variety of materials to develop reading strategies. $ey will 
focus on writing as they work on sentence structure, expression, and paragraph development. Students will develop vocabulary 
and learn how to engage in academic conversations. 

1812 ELL 2 / Emerging English ACP 9,10,11,12 FY 12 credits
$is course builds on the skills learned in ELL English 1, and is for students who are becoming comfortable with expressing 
their thoughts and feelings through writing and speaking. Students at this level are beginning to read and understand academic 
texts. Students will continue their development of reading comprehension through both narrative and informational texts, while 
continuing to expand their vocabulary. Students will write well developed paragraphs, working toward writing an essay.

182 ELL 3 / Developing English ACP 9, 10, 11, 12 FY 12 credits
$is course builds on skills learned in ELL English 1-2. Students will read a range of texts and produce a variety of forms 
of writing. Students learn to use textual evidence to justify or defend ideas and opinions. Students continue to expand their 
academic vocabulary in all modes of communication. Activities will help students to develop their oral presentation skills and 
acquire study skills (including note-taking and summarizing skills) that will enhance their ability to learn in all subjects.

183 ELL 4 / Expanding English ACP 9, 10, 11, 12 FY 12 credits
$is course builds on the skills learned in ELL English 3 class. Students will interpret and analyze a variety of texts and genres. 
$e class focuses on reading, listening comprehension, speaking and pronunciation skills, and writing multiple-paragraph 
compositions that demonstrate organization of ideas, use of a thesis statement, and supportive elements. Basic research, 
presentation, and computer skills are also part of the curriculum.

184 ELL 5 / Bridging English ACP 9, 10, 11, 12 FY 12 credits
$is course prepares students to transition to a mainstream English class. Students learn to analyze literature and write multi-
dra! essays of various forms. Emphasis is placed on literary analysis and studying the conventions of English writing through 
both personal as well as analytical essays. In this course, English language learners use their strong vocabulary, grammar, and 
communication skills more strategically and e#ectively for academic purposes.


