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ENGLISH
!e English Department o"ers a strong program of classic and contemporary literature from diverse voices that act as both 
windows and mirrors to students’ own lives. With the help of regular, meaningful feedback, we intend for students to:

• Learn to read with greater insight, sensitivity, and pleasure through a broad range of genres including novels, 
non-#ction, poetry, graphic novels, articles, short stories, and plays.

• Experience texts that re$ect both characters and authors of diverse identities; that re$ect students’ own 
experiences; and that allow students to see, know, understand, and empathize with people, cultures, and 
experiences di"erent from their own.

• Continue to grow in their ability to deepen and expand their thinking, to focus and organize their ideas, and 
to support their reasoning with coherent arguments and speci#c evidence. 

• Learn to revise, edit, and re$ect upon their progress and take responsibility for their own work, recognizing 
that writing, as well as reading, is a process.

• Demonstrate their learning through a wide variety of assessments, including analytical, personal, critical, and 
creative writing; individual and group projects and presentations; journals, ruminations, and re$ections; and 
both small-group and full-class discussions.

• Work to collaborate, listen, discuss, and to be $exible in their thinking and opinions.
• Learn to see the world as thinkers and to engage with timeless issues that shape our lives.

Students are required to take an English course each of their four years at Newton North in order to meet the 48-credit requirement. 
For those students interested in pursuing English-related topics beyond the requirements, a variety of electives are o"ered as well.

Scope, Sequence, and Course Placement Philosophy:
Newton North has a commitment to opportunity, access, and excellence for all students. !e scope and sequence of courses in each 
department has been designed to support these overarching goals. Courses include an articulation of content and skills that can be 
developed and learned within a developmentally appropriate community of learners at each grade level. !e curriculum is designed 
to support the continuous academic, social, and skill development growth for all students. A core value at North is that all students 
are appropriately challenged and supported both in terms of the work in individual classes and more broadly across a student’s 
schedule. As students consider their course load, we support them in #nding an appropriate level of stretch and balance within their 
classes. !e English department intends to run several of our courses as multilevel pending enrollment. (See Newton North’s full 
statement on multilevel courses at the beginning of Opportunities.) 

GRADE NINE
101 English 9 CP 9 FY 12 credits 
100 English 9 ACP 9 FY 12 credits

In this !rst year of high school English, students focus on the theme of coming of age to explore how experiences shape who 
we are and who we become. Students investigate literature as mirrors that re"ect our lives and windows that help us understand 
experiences di#erent from our own. $rough reading, writing, listening and speaking, students build their con!dence in both 
developing and communicating their ideas. While students will express their knowledge in a variety of ways, they will learn the 
essential components of essay writing including brainstorming, outlining, dra%ing, and editing. Texts may include !e Poet X, 
Persepolis, Aristotle and Dante Discover the Secrets of the Universe, Romeo and Juliet, !e Odyssey, !e House on Mango Street, 
!e Lord of the Flies, and !e Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian.

GRADE TEN
Students entering grade ten take one of the following Voices in Literature or Action through Literature courses. 

VO ICES  IN  L I T ERATURE
112 English 10  CP 10 FY 12 credits 
111 English 10 ACP 10 FY 12 credits
110 English 10 H 10 FY 12 credits 

Sophomore Voices in Literature students will explore language as a powerful tool, developing their voices to e#ect positive 
change. Students will study the rhetoric of Martin Luther King, Jr., which culminates in a classwide exercise in the power of 
public speaking. All sophomores will complete units on Shakespearean and Greek tragedy in Macbeth and Oedipus Rex, and 
other reading selections may include !e Laramie Project, !e Hate U Give, !e Glass Castle, When the Emperor Was Divine, 
and !e Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-time. All students will also practice responding to speci!c reading and writing 
prompts as well as learn test-taking strategies to prepare for the computer-based English Language Arts MCAS in the spring. 
Students taking this course at an ACP or Honors level will do so in a multilevel classroom.
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ACT ION  THROUGH L I T ERATURE
147 Action through Literature CP 10 FY 12 credits
1462 Action through Literature ACP 10 FY 12 credits
146 Action through Literature H 10 FY 12 credits

How can I make an impact in the world? In this sophomore English course, students will explore their role as global citizens 
through reading, projects, collaboration, and community-building e#orts. Students will investigate a variety of literary texts, 
critical commentaries, art, and !lms to explore their own identities, their connection to society, and their responsibility in 
making meaningful and e#ective changes. As their year of exploration continues, students will compose an original speech in 
the spirit of Martin Luther King, Jr., and learn how to initiate and design a variety of action-based projects. Other texts in this 
course may include Tell Me Who You Are, !e Hate U Give, Othello, When the Emperor Was Divine, !e Laramie Project, and 
other supplementary texts that will o#er students the opportunity to critically examine connections between literature and social 
justice. All students will also practice responding to speci!c reading and writing prompts as well as learn test-taking strategies to 
prepare for the computer-based English Language Arts MCAS in the spring. Students taking this course at all levels will do so in 
a multilevel classroom.

GRADE ELEVEN
Students entering grade eleven take one of the following American Literature or American Studies courses.

AMER IC AN  L I T ERATURE
124 English 11 CP 11 FY 12 credits 
122 English 11  ACP 11 FY 12 credits
120 English 11 H 11 FY 12 credits

Junior American Literature students will study both classic and contemporary American poets, dramatists, essayists, and 
novelists, as they explore how literature helps us understand American identity and the promises and tragedies of the  
American Dream. Course readings include early Transcendental writings and Zora Neale Hurston’s !eir Eyes Were Watching 
God, as well as a selection that may include !e Handmaid’s Tale, !ere !ere, !e Great Gatsby, Twilight: Los Angeles, 1992,  
A Streetcar Named Desire, and Everything I Never Told You. Beyond gaining a sense of the background and diversity of signi!cant 
writers from our own and other cultures, students explore motifs, imagery, and irony in literature as well as prepare their 
own entry for the Heintzelman creative writing contest. Students taking this course at an ACP or Honors level will do so in a 
multilevel classroom.

AMER IC AN  S TUD IES
125 American Studies CP 11 FY 12 credits
123 American Studies  ACP 11 FY 12 credits
121 American Studies H 11 FY 12 credits

$e American Studies program links sections of the American Literature and United States History courses, using a 
chronological and thematic approach to encourage an interdisciplinary exploration of American ideals, institutions, and events 
of the past and present in both literature and life.
Although English and History classes are taught separately, the teachers for each create a shared vision for the year, and the 
two classes come together for shared seminars, projects, and activities once or twice a quarter. Students read about, write 
on, and discuss notions of individualism and the American Dream, as well as ideas of identity, independence, belonging, 
prejudice, and justice across both subjects. In addition to Zora Neale Hurston’s !eir Eyes Were Watching God and excerpts 
from Transcendental writers Emerson and $oreau, American Studies English students read a selection of works by American 
authors that may include Into the Wild, !ere !ere, !e Great Gatsby, Homegoing, and Everything I Never Told You. Although 
students are o%en encouraged to link history and literature, they will also analyze a writer’s cra% (voice, style, structure, imagery, 
irony) as well as prepare their own entry for the Heintzelman creative writing contest. Students will take this course together in a 
multilevel classroom. 

ADVANCED  PL ACEMENT  L ANGUAGE  AND  COMPOS I T ION
129 Advanced Placement Language and Composition H 11 FY 12 credits

$e Advanced Placement course in Language and Composition mirrors the instruction of an introductory college composition 
course, preparing students for the kinds of writing they do across courses in college.
In addition to junior core texts, students will study rhetoric and read classic and contemporary essays, articles from current 
popular magazines, and works of non-!ction such as Arlie Russell Hochschild’s Strangers in !eir Own Land and David Grann’s 
Killers of the Flower Moon. Students will write personal, argumentative, synthesis, and expository essays and explore journalistic 
forms of writing.
$is course will prepare students for the AP Language and Composition exam in the spring.



37

GRADE TWELVE
Students entering grade twelve take one of the following courses. 
All senior courses, with the exception of AP Literature and Composition, are o"ered at either ACP/CP or ACP/H multilevels.
130 Advanced Placement Literature and Composition H 12 FY 12 credits

$e Advanced Placement course in Literature and Composition mirrors the instruction of an introductory college literature 
course. Students are expected to draw signi!cant connections between the ideas and artistic structure of classic and 
contemporary works such as Tim O’Brien’s !e !ings !ey Carried, Tom Stoppard’s Rosencrantz and Guildenstern are Dead, 
Junot Diaz’s !e Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao, Toni Morrison’s Song of Solomon, Shakespeare’s Hamlet, and Jane Austen’s 
Pride and Prejudice. Students also engage in substantial close reading of poetry and undertake a culminating literary project in 
the spring. Some of the writing is done in class, under pressure of time, to help students prepare for the AP exam and for college 
essay tests. Beyond these frequent analytical assignments, students write extensively about personal experience and try their 
hand at imaginative pieces, o%en in the form or style of works they are studying. $is course will prepare students for the AP 
Literature and Composition exam in the spring.

1314 Philosophy as Literature ACP 12 FY 12 credits
131 Philosophy as Literature H 12 FY 12 credits

What is “enlightenment”? What di#erences and commonalities de!ne us as human beings? What ethical principles form the 
basis of a just society? In this class, we explore these questions and more while reading evocative literature by philosophers, 
novelists, and poets such as Plato, Sartre, W. E. B. Du Bois, Simone de Beauvoir, bell hooks, $ich Nhat Hanh, Ruth Ozeki, and 
many more. $is course is an opportunity to encounter some of history’s most profound thinkers in a supportive environment. 
Together, we explore the meaning, rationale, and signi!cance of fascinating, sometimes shocking claims. Students work together 
to interpret readings and form carefully-reasoned, personally meaningful, original responses. During the fourth quarter, 
students will engage in a Senior Project related to the year’s study that includes both an oral and written component. 

133 Diverse Perspectives in Literature: Beyond the Single Story ACP 12 FY 12 credits
132  Diverse Perspectives in Literature: Beyond the Single Story H 12 FY 12 credits

$is course will examine modern novels, short stories, poems, !lms, and critical essays with a focus on authors from a variety of 
backgrounds. It will focus on writers who provide a diverse perspective on universal themes such as race, class, gender, sexual 
identity, justice, exile, and censorship. $e sharing of diverse perspectives and the honest exploration of prejudices, stereotypes, 
and personal biases are the basis for our classroom discussions. Texts may include Corona by Bushra Rehman, Angels in America 
by Tony Kushner, !e Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao by Junot Diaz, Apex Hides the Hurt by Colson Whitehead, Kindred by 
Octavia Butler, Monstress by Marjorie Liu, and short stories, essays, and poems by a variety of writers. During the fourth quarter, 
students will engage in a Senior Project related to the year’s study that includes both an oral and written component.  

135 Short Story ACP 12 FY 12 credits
134 Short Story H 12 FY 12 credits

Writers have long used the form of the short story as studies in particular moments of the human experience. Smaller in scope 
and scale than the novel, the short story can o%en look more acutely at an author’s intention and a character’s emotions and 
motivations. A plethora of authors will be read, both classic and contemporary, including Ernest Hemingway, Joyce Carol Oates, 
Raymond Carver, Margaret Atwood, Flannery O’Connor, Lauren Gro#, Sherman Alexie, Jhumpa Lahiri, Chimimanda Adichie, 
Gabriel Garcia Marquez, Isabelle Allende, Ray Bradbury, and Kurt Vonnegut. Students will have an opportunity to write 
creatively to extend their understanding of these writers and to explore the genre in which they work. During the fourth quarter, 
students will engage in a Senior Project related to the year’s study that includes both an oral and written component. 

137 !e Art and Technique of Film ACP 12 FY 12 credits
136 !e Art and Technique of Film H 12 FY 12 credits

Why do movies matter? Movies, like other arts, help us see the world from di#erent perspectives and promote conversation — 
even when that conversation is di&cult or uncomfortable. $roughout the year, we will investigate the technical aspects of !lm 
form (cinematography, editing, sound, color and composition) and analyze how a director uses this form to create meaning. 
Additionally, we will study !lm as adaptation and !lm as social commentary, viewing a diverse range of clips and !lms not 
only to promote discussion, but also to promote change. $rough guided viewing, open class discussion, projects and writing, 
students will gain a new appreciation of !lm as an artistic and cultural expression. Films may include Memento, !e Florida 
Project, Winter’s Bone, Psycho, !e Farewell, Fruitvale Station, !e Royal Tenenbaums, Beasts of the Southern Wild, Citizen Kane, 
and Moonlight, as well as movies from a variety of genres and eras, including experimental, foreign, and documentary !lms. 
Reading is from the textbook Understanding Movies and a range of supplemental articles. During the fourth quarter, students 
will engage in a Senior Project related to the year’s study that includes both an oral and written component. 
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139 Asian American Literature ACP 12 FY 12 credits
138 Asian American Literature H 12 FY 12 credits

“Until our lives are validated in literature, we do not truly exist.” –Darrell H.Y. Lum
$is course will expand the scope of American literature and the de!nition of “the American experience.” To do so, students will 
focus on images of Asians and Asian Americans as depicted in literature, television, movies, music, and the Internet. $rough 
their study of contemporary texts, the media, and popular culture, students will examine such universal issues as generational 
con"icts, the American Dream, immigrant experiences, stereotypes, and the creation and negotiation of one’s identity. Typical 
course texts may include Gene Luen Yang’s American Born Chinese, Marjorie Liu’s Monstress, and John Okada’s No-No Boy. 
Films will include Crazy Rich Asians, Rabbit in the Moon, Linsanity, 9-Man, and !e Namesake. During the fourth quarter, 
students will engage in a Senior Project related to the year’s study that includes both an oral and written component. 

141 Women in Literature and Society ACP 12 FY 12 credits
140 Women in Literature and Society H 12 FY 12 credits

In this course, students will delve into media, myth, and literature from the past and present to discern how writers construct 
roles for women on the page and stage. Written works explored may include Sylvia Plath’s !e Bell Jar, Jesmyn Ward’s Sing, 
Unburied, Sing, William Shakespeare’s Hamlet, and mythology from collections such as !e Brothers Grimm and Linda 
Rodriguez McRobbie’s Princesses Behaving Badly. Media such as the !lm Beauty and the Beast, episodes from television shows 
such as !e Bachelor, !e Marvelous Mrs. Maisel, and Scandal will be analyzed as well. During the fourth quarter, students will 
engage in a Senior Project related to the year’s study that includes both an oral and written component. 

142 Literature and Composition for College ACP 12 FY 12 credits
143 Literature and Composition for College CP 12 FY 12 credits

Do you feel ready for college? Do you feel that, if you commit more time to your reading and writing, you could be a stronger 
English student? Are you ready to move beyond a CP English course, but need support to do so? If so, you should consider 
Literature and Composition for College, a rigorous course that requires students to manage their time in order to meet frequent 
reading and writing deadlines. In this course, students will develop active reading strategies to prepare for college-level class 
discussions by reading books such as !e Kite Runner, Hamlet, and !e Rule of the Bone. $rough individual writing conferences 
and revision exercises, students will strengthen both personal and analytical writing. As students work through these challenges 
and other senior activities, they will develop good time management and study skills. During the fourth quarter, students will 
engage in a Senior Project related to the year’s study that includes both an oral and written component.

144 Hip Hop: Its Literature, Culture, and Music ACP 12 FY 12 credits
145 Hip Hop: Its Literature, Culture, and Music CP 12 FY 12 credits

$e culture of Hip Hop has been called many things: from the Black CNN to bu#oonery to a cause of urban violence to part of 
the persistence of the academic achievement gap. $is course will critically examine the importance and e#ect of this culture 
and music upon American popular culture and society. Starting as party music, empowerment, and presently being the driving 
monetary force of popular culture, this course will look at how Hip Hop was created musically, culturally, and lyrically. Texts 
include Can’t Stop Won’t Stop by Je# Chang, Book of Rhymes by Adam Bradley, Black Noise by Tricia Rose, Ruminations by KRS-
One, various articles from scholarly and non scholarly sources, as well as the music itself. During the fourth quarter, students 
will engage in a Senior Project related to the year’s study that includes both an oral and written component.

148 Contemporary Voices ACP 12 FY 12 credits
149 Contemporary Voices CP 12 FY 12 credits

Graphic novels, !lms, TED Talks, podcasts, and plays—there are so many ways to share a story today. In this class, students will 
explore them all. Students will read contemporary pieces like Tuesdays With Morrie, !e Kite Runner, Water by the Spoonful, and 
Fight Club, and watch current !lms including Fruitvale Station, Heroin Cape Cod, and Lady Bird. While tackling issues ripped 
from today’s headlines, students will engage in activities that push them to make direct, relevant, personal connections and 
think critically about their place in today’s world. Because students will experience so many di#erent types of storytelling, they 
will also have an opportunity to improve their own personal writing voice. During the fourth quarter, students will engage in a 
Senior Project related to the year’s study that includes both an oral and written component.

150 Dystopian, Apocalyptic, Horror, and Sci-" Literature ACP 12 FY 12 credits
151 Dystopian, Apocalyptic, Horror, and Sci-" Literature CP 12 FY 12 credits

Horror, apocalyptic, dystopian, and sci-! literature o%en imagine worlds that seem di#erent from our own; however, upon closer 
inspection, we o%en !nd eerie similarities despite the exotic locations, futuristic settings, or fantastical creatures. $ese texts 
ultimately subvert our complacence and sense of safety. $ey force us to challenge our basic assumptions and question whether 
or not the ideal worlds imagined may be more troubling than the imperfect world we live in. $ey also inspire us to hold tight 
to the values that matter most to us, the values that make us most human. Among works studied may be V for Vendetta, !e 
Martian, World War Z, and Ready Player One; !lms such as !e Shining; TV shows including !e X Files; short stories by Ray 
Bradbury, Stephen King, and Philip K. Dick; and poetry ranging from Edgar Allan Poe to David Bowie. During the fourth 
quarter, students will engage in a Senior Project related to the year’s study that includes both an oral and written component.


