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Dear AP Lang & Comp Juniors, 

Welcome to junior year and to AP Language and Composition. We’re looking forward to 
meeting you, having some great discussion, reading compelling arguments, and unraveling our 
ideas through writing. In that the primary focus of this course will be nonfiction, we hope it 
offers an interesting departure from other English courses you’ve had.  

Reading effectively--annotating, responding, questioning, thinking as you read--is critical to 
joining the arguments about which you will be expected to write effectively. To get started, we 
are asking you to read Arlie Russell Hochschild’s National Book Award Finalist, Strangers in 
Their Own Land  over the summer. While there is no formal writing assignment over the 
summer, your annotations in response to the readings will be checked at the beginning of the 
year. We will be looking to see that you have engaged thoughtfully with the book.  
 
Your annotations in the book should include: 
● Highlighting or underlining major claims in each subtitled section of the book; 
● Marginal notes--write questions or comments you have in response to the writing; 
● A brief note at the end of each chapter explaining to yourself the chapter’s argument;  
● Putting a star next to particularly meaningful passages in each of the four major parts of 

the book as well as in the “Afterward to the Paperback Edition.”  
○ It is critical that you read the afterward, as it discusses the 2016 presidential 

election, an event that takes place immediately following the publication of the 
rest of the book (you do not need to read the appendices, notes, or index--
which take up the final 130 pages of the book). 

 
As you read, check your own biases regarding race, class, religion, and region, fight the 
temptation to cheerlead for, or shout against, her “Tea Party friends,” and focus on what 
Hochschild is arguing and why.  
 
We hope the following guide questions, some of which come from the back of the book, will be 
helpful. In the fall, we’ll talk about multiple strategies authors use to argue; this varied list of 
questions is intended to guide you in thinking about those strategies. Use the questions  to check 
your understanding as you read, but you are not required to answer them in writing. 
 
Finally, we hope you do have time to read on a beach, mountain top, or front porch swing this 
summer, but when you read this book, read like it counts: be prepared to discuss it meaningfully 
and to complete writing assignments citing it immediately upon your return to school in 
September. You will not be able to catch up if you begin the year behind in your reading. 
 
Feel free to stop by and see either one of us before the end of the year. If any questions come up, 
you can send a message to tom_fabian@newton.k12.ma.us, or derek_knapp@newton.k12.ma.us. 
Enjoy your summer and enjoy your reading. 

Sincerely, 
 
Tom Fabian                                                Derek Knapp  
Room 271/273     Office: 358K; Room: 268 
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AP Lang/Comp Reading Guide—Strangers in Their Own Land 
 

Background on the book: 
Book Jacket 
“When Donald Trump won the 2016 presidential election, a bewildered nation turned to 
Strangers in Their Own Land to understand what Trump voters were thinking when they cast 
their ballots. Arlie Hochschild, one of the most influential sociologists of her generation, had 
spent the preceding five years immersed in the community around Lake Charles, Louisiana, a 
Tea Party stronghold.” 
 
Preface 
“When I began this research five years ago, I was becoming alarmed at the increasingly hostile 
split in our nation between two political camps. To many on the left, the Republican Party and 
Fox News seemed intent on dismantling much of the federal government, cutting help to the 
poor, and increasing the power and money of an already powerful and rich top 1 percent. To 
many on the right, that government itself was a power-amassing elite, creating bogus causes to 
increase its control and handing out easy money in return for loyal Democratic votes. Since that 
time both parties have split their seams and Donald Trump has burst onto the scene, quickening 
the pulse of American political life. I had some understanding of the liberal left camp, I thought, 
but what was happening on the right? 
 Most people who ask this question come at it from a political perspective. And while I 
have my views too, as a sociologist I had a keen interest in how life feels to people on the right--
that is, in the emotion that underlies politics. To understand their emotions, I had to imagine 
myself into their shoes. Trying this, I came upon their “deep story,” a narrative as felt.” 
 
Guide Questions: Be ready to discuss the following questions plus anything else that you feel to 
be important and relevant. Again, you are not expected to write out answers to each of these 
questions, but rather use them to guide your thinking. Worry less about a right answer to 
the question and more about making sure it prompts thoughtful engagement. 
 
Who is the speaker? 
1) Who is the voice that makes the argument? Based on what you've read, how would you 

describe her to a friend? Think about her age, her physical features, her style of dress, her 
characteristics. How does she establish credibility and likability and trustworthiness? Think 
about how Hochschild speaks at times as herself, at times as if she is the people she 
interviews, and at times as simply listening to a conversation (p. 185). 

 
Who is the audience? 
2) How does Hochschild make her argument relatable and engage her audience emotionally? 

Who do you think she is speaking to, specifically? How do you know? How would you 
describe an individual in her audience to a friend? 

 
What does she say? 
3) What does Hochschild consider “The Great Paradox” and why is Louisiana an extreme 

example? (p. 8) As you begin to read, what is your own answer to that paradox? How is 
thinking about your own answer part of the subject of this book? 
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4) In this book, Hochschild creates what she calls a “keyhole issue” of concern for the 

environment. What does she mean by the term “keyhole”? Why does she choose this issue? 
What are your thoughts about environmental protection? What would be the "keyhole issue" 
you would write about if asked to do so? 

 
5) In the chapter “The Deep Story,” Hochschild presents narratively the perspective of people 

she meets—a perspective formed in part on feelings and emotions—using the metaphor of 
“waiting in line” and of a “line cutter” (pp. 136-139). Does this narrative ring true to you? 
Hochschild says we all have a “deep story”—do you agree? What is yours? (p. 135) Note: 
this is a critical question to think about to understand her argument. 

 
6) Hochschild explicitly offers multiple definitions of racism throughout the book, most notably 

on pages 146-147. What are some notable differences in these definitions? How might 
someone decide on a “right” definition? 

 
Why was this text written? 
7) Having read the text and the “Afterward to the Paperback Edition” (p. 243), to what is 

Hochschild responding in writing this book? When does she begin working on it? What 
makes her care about the Tea Party in particular and the issues she discusses in the book? 

 
8) Hochschild often describes being on one side or the other of “the empathy wall.” What does 

she mean by that term? How does Hochschild address her own limitations to see “what I 
couldn’t see” (p. 82). What positive traits does she come to admire in her new “Tea Party 
friends”? (Be able to differentiate between her various friends.) What does she want her 
audience to do or think differently?  


