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What This Edition Is About!
By: Renee - Editor in Chief
COVID, COVID, COVID AND MORE COVID. The past year our life has been revolving around Covid
like Covid is the Sun and we are the Earth. No doubt it has been a very big part of our lives and this
school year has been very different from every other school year in the history of Oak Hill. Instead
of going into school every day, we were logging onto Zooms
and doing Schoology work. Instead of talking to friends at
school, we were texting them. But, in the past year there have
been many other events that have happened as well. Things
like the election that
felt like so long ago,
to the Texas Power
outage where they saw unprecedented cold temperatures
and amounts of snow, and the Mars Rover that has made
history. Our Oak Hill Times team has decided to reflect
back and review the notable events that happened where
in a normal year would be talked about more. Seems like
they just faded into the background due to the
overarching event that was Covid in 2020-2021.
We also wanted to share our personal reflections around this year because although right now it
feels somewhat back to normal with most students going back to full in-person, we want to
remember that in the beginning we were still all remote. So, each member of the Oak Hill Times
staff has written about the highs and lows and the things they have learned in the last year. Enjoy
and have a great summer!

November 3rd, 2020
2020 Election
By: Laura Z, Ira S and Leonor C
The 2020 American presidential election was among the most
memorable moments in 2020. Former President Donald
Trump and former Vice President Mike Pence of the
Republican Party ran against former Vice President Joe Biden
and Senator Kamala Harris of the Democratic Party, with the
latter winning the election. This election broke a number of
barriers, many of which were because of
Kamala Harris?. She is the first woman to
be elected Vice President, the highest-ranking female government
official in American history, the first African-American Vice President,
and the first Asian American Vice President. Amanda Gorman, the
inaugural poet at Joe Biden and Kamala Harris?inauguration, was also
the youngest inaugural poet to speak to date. Additionally, Joe Biden?s
nominees for members of his cabinet include a diverse range of
Americans, several of them possible firsts in their positions. The result of this election has
paved the way for many future American governments that are more representative of our
America and that we have historically seen.

January 6th 2021
The Insurrection on Capitol Hill
By: Sebastian A, Keefe Y, and Kinaan S
On January 6th something shocking happened, something
that had not happened in over 200 years. This was the riot
at the Capitol, carried out by former US president Donald
J. Trump?s supporters. His supporters stormed the United States Capitol pillaging, sacking,
looting and most unfortunate violently protesting. In the chaos, five people were killed and
many more were injured.
It was a long day led by hundreds of Trump supporters who had been energized by the
president in his ?Save America'' rally. As the day unfolded, the mostly unmasked protesters
overwhelmed the security and swarmed into the capital, reiterating the false claims of
election fraud. Unfortunately, people were killed and injured during the insurrection. As
rioters stormed the capitol, employees and politicians had to be evacuated as building
security struggled to maintain order. For many hours, Trump refrained from calling the
protesters back and ending the violence against our nation's leaders and democracy. The
protesters threw rocks through windows, with molotov cocktails and even pipe bombs
being found in the Republican and Democrat National Committee buildings.
A little bit later, Donald trump tweeted that everyone should go home peacefully, however,
he refused to take back his claims of election fraud, but the damage had been done. The
repairs would cost tens of millions of dollars, and the injured had long recoveries.

February 18th 2021
NASA's 2020-2021 Accomplishments
By Anika T and Andrew P
On February 18, 2021, the Mars
Rover-Perseverance landed on Mars. It was
launched around 7 months prior to the landing
date on July 30 2020. Perseverance is carrying
high-tech cameras, radar, X-ray, a weather
sensor, and the mars helicopter Ingenuity.
The main goal for Perseverance is to categorize
the planet?s geology and past climate, and will be the first mission to collect Martian rock
and sediment for the later return to Earth. Perseverance will also look to see if life ever
existed on mars and to help plan for human exploration on Mars.
The predecessor of Perseverance is Curiosity. Curiosity was launched on November 26,
2011 about 8 years and 9 months before Perseverance?s launch on July 30, 2020. One of
their differences is that Curiosity collected and studied samples on site while Perseverance
keeps the samples to send back to earth to be studied. Another difference is their wheels.
Perseverance has thinner wheels than Curiosity, but Perseverance?s wheels are made of a
thicker aluminum.
Som e people w h o w or k ed on t h e Per sever an ce r over :
-

Adam Stelzner was the chief engineer of the Mars 2020 project which launched the
Perseverance Rover to mars in July 2020.
Katie Stack Morgan is a deputy project scientist who is a geologist and wants to study
rocks from Mars
Moo Stricker made sure that Perseverance was completely clean before she went to Mars.
This job is really important as it proves that there are actual signs of life from Mars and
not germs from Earth. Otherwise the whole mission would have needed to be scrubbed!

Th er e w er e m an y ot h er people w h o w or k ed on t h e Per sever an ce r over , an d
con t r ibu t ed t o t h e su ccess of t h e lan din g.
Perseverance also transported a Mars helicopter, Ingenuity. Ingenuity is a small robotic
helicopter that has been operating on Mars as part of NASA?s Mars 2020 mission. On April
19 2021, Ingenuity was the FIRST helicopter to fly on Mars. It was an ASTOUNDING
achievement, especially because Mars has a
thinner atmosphere making it much harder
to achieve flight. Ingenuity?s blades spin
much faster than the blades of helicopters
on earth. All this extra speed of blades
required frequent recharging and only
short flights. Perseverance and Ingenuity
might be one of NASA?s best
accomplishments yet.

February 13th-17th 2021
Texas Power Outage
By Neilesh A. and Kiran P.
Winter storm Uri started on February 13th, lasting until the
17th, and in its aftermath produced some of the coldest
weather Texas has experienced since 1989. But how did this
freak storm really come to pass?
The prediction of the coming snow storm came from the NOAA (National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration) on February 5th, 10 days in advance. The NOAA predicted that
there would be unusually cold weather and winter storms across the Southern and Central
United States. Produced from the NOAA?s Climate Prediction Center, maps showed that
there would be below-average weather in northern states like Arkansas, Oklahoma, and
Texas. On February 11th, there were multiple warnings about pipes bursting and
temperatures dropping by 30-45 Degrees. This record breaking storm affected Texas in
many ways, from the downed power system to shortages in water, food, and heat. The
Electric Reliability Council of Texas (ERCOT) decided early on that rolling blackouts
("blackouts designated to certain parts of a city to keep the power demand within what the
remaining generators could handle") would be used to prevent a total blackout. But luckily
the power had returned on February 17th and people have mostly recovered from the
disaster.

May 10th 2021
Vaccine
By: Theo Y. and Ariel L.
Phase 2 of the COVID-19 vaccination plan began on
February 1st, and teachers were eligible to be
vaccinated on the 11th of March. Now with most of, if not all of, the teachers at Oak Hill
vaccinated, what we have left is the students. Currently we are in phase 3 of the vaccination
plan, meaning that starting on April 19th, people ages 16 and older were eligible to be
vaccinated. And even more exciting, on May 12th, people from 12-15 years old were able to
get their vaccine, mostly covering the middle school ages. (Sorry 6th graders who have yet to
turn 12). Governor Baker stated that he will not make it mandatory for students to be
vaccinated for the following school year. Though that isn?t a promise for us, the
superintendent for Needham Public Schools has made the decision that both teachers and
students will be requiired to be vaccinated in order for school to open.
Vaccinations continue to have a positive impact on the city. The amount of positive COVID
cases in Newton are the lowest they have been since last October. The positivity rate in
Newton is only at 0.24 percent, 0.97 percent lower than the statewide positivity rate.
On May 4th, 2021, President Biden announced his goal to administer at least one vaccine
shot to 70% of the U.S. adult population by July 4th. ?I?d like to get it 100%, but I think
realistically we can get to that place between now and July Fourth,? Biden said of his new
goal. As of the 25th of May, 63% of the people in Newton are fully vaccinated.

End of School Year reflections
?Well I thought the year was good. I
enjoyed no homework, and also
enjoyed the full extent of
procrastination going on all the time.
So that wasn?t that fun. But in all
seriousness, the best part of the year
was when I came back in person, and
also had no homework. Because I
didn?t have to do anything after
school. Also, I was able to join the
theater club this year due to the fact
that newspaper club switched dates.
And also I was able to meet new
people in person. In conclusion,
school this year was good.?

?It's been a pretty crazy year. I never would have expected to be
taught over the computer, but we made it work.?
-Theo Y.
?This year has been the best it can be in these circumstances. I
think that teachers and everyone has been working hard to make
this a good and fun year and we finally have been able to pull
through!?

-Leonor C.
?2021 is a year of loss, resilience,
?I think that this year could be
division, controversy, but through the summarized as new, because
troubles, we are still moving
this opened up a lot of new
forward.?
things to do and lots of new
hobbies. It also introduced
-Laura Z.
new ways to do school,
-Axl S.
grading, and etc.?
?This year there was Covid-19 but
?Hard at first getting used to lock
there where other things happening -Victor L.
downs, but it got easier. Got really
that got overlooked. A rover landed
excited for in person school. It was a on Mars, there was a power outage in ?This year was chaotic
year full of a lot of downs and some Texas, we elected a new president, because a deadly disease
called Coronavirus ravaged
ups."
and so many more!?
the planet killing millions. It
-Anika T.
-Andrew P.
was also at some points
?Honestly, for me, at the beginning ?Covid pandemic happened for a while. pretty stressful because of
of the school year I?d thought that We went back to school and my family school.?
distance learning was going to be decided to move to Texas.?
-Sebastian A.
a new, fun, exciting thing where I
-Kiran P.
could just be my lazy self and sit
Oh what a year! My deep and abiding respect and admiration goes to
all day. However, as the school
year progressed, it began to feel the students of OHMS. You have been resilient, courageous and
boring. Also, while not being able flexible. I am also grateful to each and everyone of my colleagues for
to continue my favorite activities their support and friendship during this challenging time. Intrepid
reporters, you all rock! We met every Tuesday afternoon via Zoom and
outside anymore, I?ve come to
published high quality editions of the Oak Hill Times. Special
realize just how much I value
doing them. Distance learning was recognition to Renee Lu who has been with the paper for all of middle
a pretty eye-opening experience school. Her Editor in Chief skills this year were unparalleled and
exceptional. We will miss you. Have a wonderful, relaxing summer
for me.?
everyone. We all deserve it!
-Roaa B.
-Mrs. Kappel
?It's been a very different year, but there have been many great things. I think that returning to school
was really great so that I didn't have to look at a computer and also I could see my friends again. Also this
year 's newspaper has been really great the team has been amazing I'm really happy that we have been
able to get 4 editions out. Finally I want to thank Mrs. Kappel and the entire newspaper team over the
years. I can't wait to go to high school.?
-Renee L.

What Should We Keep?
By: Victor Lock
During this school year, many changes had to be
made and we had adapt to a new way of learning.
Even though they were temporary changes that
would go back to normal after it was over, the
question is - should that really happen? Because of
the school year, we were introduced to new ideas
and ways of doing things that shouldn?t just be
tossed aside once everything returns to the way it
was. What should
we keep, apart from things that are already permanent like
advisory? We could keep Google Calendar and Zoom lessons.
Even though next year everyone will be in-person, Google
Calendar is still very convenient,. It?s a quick and easy way to
check what classes you have if you lost your paper calendar, and
you can attach Zooms to it in case you?re sick but still want to
quickly check in on what work you have. Another thing that was
very helpful this school year was
having your own laptop. Not
only did it teach the students
responsibility to take care of it, it
created good habits such as charging it every night before school.
It also made it so you could just pull it out of your bag, instead
cramming to a cart to get one, which during the pandemic would
not be good. And lastly, having the same people in your class,
was beneficial. It was easier to get to know them, and ask them
for help. We have gone through a strange year, but that provided us with new opportunities and
different things to test out, and many of the
changes should find a place in the next school
year .
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