Joel Jocelyn, Ed.D.
Principal
September 23, 2019
Dear Parents and Guardians,
Thank you for your cooperation in helping our students to experience a pleasant start to the
school year. It has been a pleasure to see the children adjust to the new school year and to greet
them daily as they enter the building. We look forward to a very successful year with your
support. I outline below a few updates and reminders:
•

Our Annual Curriculum Night will be held on Tuesday, September 24th, from 6:00 PM
until 7:30 PM. Meet your child’s teacher and hear about the academic and behavioral
expectations they have for your children. I have included a schedule with the time and
location of the presentations for each grade level. As a reminder, the purpose of
Curriculum Night is to provide general information to families. Please schedule an
appointment with your child’s teacher to discuss any specific concerns or issues that you
may have. Families will have an opportunity to meet with teachers to discuss their
children’s progress during our mid-year formal parent teacher-conferences.

•

Our Flu Clinic will be held on Friday, October 25th first thing in the morning. Parents
may sign up their children to receive the flu shot at no charge by returning the consent
and screening forms to the school nurse. Those forms are due Wednesday, October 23rd.
The forms and additional information are available online at www.newtonma.gov/flu or
in the school nurse’s office.

•

Early Release Day. Thursday, September 24th will be a half-day for students to allow our
staff the opportunity to engage in professional development. The children will be
released at 12:30 PM.

•

School Messenger Messages: It has come to my attention that a handful of families are
not receiving the updates because their email systems automatically send the school
messages to their Spam folder. If you know any families who experience this difficulty,
please remind them to set up their email system to accept bulk emails from the Newton
Public Schools.
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•

Music and Art Board. We are encouraging our students at Franklin to enjoy the arts and
music as part of their day to day development. We now have a “Franklin Friends Support
the Arts” display. When your children attend a concert or go to a museum, they can put a
sticker on the board. If they perform or show their art, they can put up a holographic
sticker.

Curriculum Night Schedule
Kindergarten:
• 6:45 - 6:55

•
•

Parents meet first in their child’s Kindergarten
classroom.
All parents meet in the library.

•

Parents meet first in their child’s 1st grade classroom.

6:55 – 7:30

•

All parents meet in the cafeteria.

2nd Grade:
• 6:45 - 6:55

•

Parents meet first in their child’s 2nd grade classroom.

6:55 – 7:30

•

All parents meet in Ms. Burke’s classroom, room 203.

3rd Grade:
• 6:00 - 6:15

•

Parents meet first in their child’s 3rd grade classroom.

•

6:55 – 7:30

1st Grade:
• 6:45 - 6:55
•

•
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•

•

All parents meet in Ms. Norris’ classroom, room 329.

4th Grade: 6:00 – 6:45

•

Parents meet in their child’s 4th grade classroom.

5th Grade:
• 6:00 - 6:25

•

Parents meet first in their child’s 5th grade classroom.

•

All 5th grade parents meet in the library.

•

6:15 – 6:45

6:25 – 6:45

Specialist Teachers (e.g.,
Art, Library, Music, PE)
Math and Reading/Literacy
Specialists

.
Specialist teachers will be in the gym.
Math, literacy specialist, and reading interventionist will be in
the gym.

A Few General Reminders:
Drop off starts at 8:20 AM. The first bell rings at 8:20 AM and the second bell rings at 8:25
AM. Either a staff member or I will be at the front door in the morning. There will be no
supervision before 8:20 AM unless students are signed up for early morning drop off. Since staff
members are not required to be on duty until 8:20 AM, students and parents/guardians will,
unfortunately, need to wait outside until the bell rings at 8:20 AM. Please refrain from gathering
too close to the main entance door.
Faculty Parking Lot: Students must be dropped off and picked up in front of the school. The
back parking lot is for faculty use only. The number of parking spaces in the back parking lot is
not enough to accommodate the staff members who need to park in the morning. Consequently,
please do not drop students off or park in the faculty parking lot.
Student Absence: Please call the absence line 617-559-9509 if your child is going to be absent.
Visitors: All parents/guardians entering the school must sign in at the office and get a visitor
pass.
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Blue Zone: There is NO parking in the blue zone during drop off and pick up (see Blue Zone
sign for details). The Blue Zone is a MOVING drop-off and pick-up area. Double parking in
the Blue Zone is prohibited.
Thank you in advance for your cooperation in facilitating our children’s learning and safety.
Sincerely,
Joel Jocelyn
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