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The Newton Partnership aims to foster safe, respectful, and drug-free school environments and to promote prosocial skills and healthy childhood development for all Newton children. The project is made possible by a four-year $6 million grant awarded to Newton Public Schools and its partners. The federal Safe Schools/ Healthy Students grant program (CFDA 84.184L) is sponsored by the U.S. Departments of Education, Health and Human Services, and Justice.  

The Newton Partnership provides services, programs, education, and training for students, school staff, parents, and community members that address five major elements: (1) Safe School Environments and Violence Prevention; (2) Alcohol, Tobacco, and Other Drug Prevention; (3) Student Behavioral, Social, and Emotional Supports; (4) Mental Health Services; and (5) Early Childhood Social and Emotional Supports. 

The Newton Partnership consists of more than a dozen agencies working together to ensure that children of all ages stay safe and healthy. The agencies include Newton Public Schools (NPS), City of Newton Department of Health and Human Services, Community Partnerships for Children, Freedman Center at the Massachusetts School of Professional Psychology, Massachusetts Regional Department of Mental Health, Middlesex Partnerships for Youth, Newton Community Service Center, Newton Police Department, Newton PTO Council, Riverside Community Care, and Second Step. 
Curriculum

The Newton Partnership is working with school and community members to select and implement curricula for elementary, middle, and high schools in four areas: bullying prevention; cyberbullying prevention; alcohol, tobacco, and other drugs; and stress management. Schools receive training and support.

Early Childhood Services 

Early Childhood Specialists offer consultation, training, and support to preschools and childcare providers of children birth to 5 throughout Newton. Consultations include mentoring, modeling, referrals, and workshops for teachers and parents. Teacher workshops include training in Second Step, an empathy development and violence prevention curriculum.

Elementary School Services

The Newton Partnership has a working partnership with the NPS Elementary School Counseling Program, funded through a grant from the U.S. Department of Education. The goal of this program is to increase the quantity and improve the quality of the mental health support services provided to elementary school students. 

Middle School Services

Middle School Intervention and Prevention Counselors provide individual and group counseling to middle school students at-risk for or engaged in substance use and/or aggressive behaviors. They also provide workshops for students, staff, and parents on topics such as cyberbullying, drugs and alcohol abuse, anger management, and risky behaviors.

High School Services

One to One Program: The Newton Partnership provides support and mentoring to young children by Newton North and Newton South High School volunteers who visit with the children weekly.  

Mentor Connection: The Newton Partnership, working through Newton Community Service Center, offers Mentor Connection, an Adult-to-Student mentoring program.  

Chestnut Street Teen Center: The Newton Partnership, working through Newton Community Service Center, has established a new Teen Center at 1254 Chestnut Street. The center offers youth development programming. 

Tiger’s Spot & Lion’s Spot Afterschool Programs: The Newton Partnership, working through Newton Community Service Center, works with the afterschool “drop-in” programs at the high schools to provide services for students, including at-risk students.

Restorative Justice: The Newton Partnership is working to offer additional options to the disciplinary strategies at the high schools. Along with conventional and diversion programs, The Newton Partnership is focusing on the concept and process of Restorative Justice. 

Safe Rides: The Newton Partnership provides Safe Rides home to high school students on Fridays and Saturday nights during the school year.
Mental Health Services

Project INTERFACE: The Newton Partnership works with Project INTERFACE, a program of the Freedman Center at the Massachusetts School of Professional Psychology, to provide families and mental health service providers with access to a website of free resources and events related to mental health and wellness as well as resource, referral, and consultations.  
Riverside Community Care: The Newton Partnership, working through Riverside Community Care, provides counseling services to students and therapeutic support groups for individuals and families with mental health issues. In addition, Riverside Community Care, in collaboration with Project INTERFACE, provides a full time Access Coordinator for resource, referral, and consultation.

School Building Security

In an effort to improve school security, keyless access systems will be implemented in all Newton elementary and middle schools as part of the SS/HS initiative. 

Staff Training 

The Newton Partnership offers staff training opportunities for Newton schools and nonprofits in the areas of (1) Safe School Environments and Violence Prevention; (2) Alcohol, Tobacco, and Other Drug Prevention; (3) Student Behavioral, Social, and Emotional Supports; (4) Student Mental Health; and (5) Early Childhood Social and Emotional Supports. 

Parent Education

The Newton Partnership offers workshops on a range of issues facing parents of children from preschool through high school. 

Out-of-School Time Services
The Newton Partnership provides training and consultation to help camp and afterschool program staff make their programs more inclusive to a broad range of children, in particular those with social, emotional and behavioral needs.

Evaluation
The Newton Partnership seeks to develop real-world knowledge about what works best to promote safe and healthy environments in which children can learn and develop. Program and outcome evaluation will be conducted by external evaluator Dr. Wayne Harding and his staff at Social Science Research & Evaluation, Inc.

Community Team 
The Newton Partnership Community Team includes representatives from the partnering agencies as well as parents, students, and others from the community. The Community Team meets quarterly to hear about the progress of the initiative, provide input into project implementation, learn about community projects, network with other agencies and residents, and collaborate to ensure healthy childhood development for all Newton children. 
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