
When doing research online, it’s good practice to be skeptical of the information you find. 
Remember that anyone can publish a web site; the information doesn’t have to be true or up to 
date. When you’re reading information online, always ask yourself, “Is this fact, reasoned 
judgment, or personal opinion?” When in doubt, check the information you find online against 
a reliable print source like an encyclopedia or reference book.

Design & Navigation
Is the page attractive? 
Are the graphics helpful or distracting? 
Is the site well organized? 
Do the links work? 
Is it easy to move from page to page? 

Information
Is information clearly labeled and organized? 
How many clicks until you get useful information?
Are there links to get more information? 
Is the information current? When was the page last updated? 

Authority
Who is the author? 
What is his or her background? 
Is there an e-mail address to contact the author? 
Does the author list where he or she got the information? 
Is the information at your reading level? 

Point of View
Is there more than one point of view presented? 
Is this information fact, reasoned judgment, or opinion? 

There’s more help available online at
www.newton.k12.ma.us/day/library/
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