
Google is a great search engine but ... remember that anyone can 
publish a web site. The information doesn’t have to be accurate or up to date. 
Someone can intentionally present opinion as fact or propaganda as truth. Always 
be skeptical of what you read online.

That’s why it’s better to start your research project by first looking at an online 
encyclopedia or periodical database. The information in these sources has been 
fact checked and edited by experts in their fields. That doesn’t mean they are 
always correct, but they are much more reliable than the average web site. 

Here are the databases you can access in the F.A. Day Library and what they 
offer. All of these resources can be searched from home by going to 
www.mmrls.org/newsbank.html and keying in the barcode number from the back 
of your public library card. 

Beyond Google
Using Research Databases

World Book Online Special features include an atlas, photographs, 3D
bubble views, animations, daily news stories,
recommended web sites and magazine articles.

InfoTrac Search hundreds of magazines using these news,
health, financial, and literature databases. Narrow
your search by date to get only the newest articles.

Massachusetts
Newstand

Search the archives of several regional newspapers,
including the Globe and the Herald.

Biography Resource
Center

Biographies and images of important people through
history in politics, the arts, sports, and business.

Poem & Story Finder Use the barcode number from your public library card
to search for poems and short stories by author, title,
and theme.


